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_This file constitutes a part of the official records of the 
Vational Park Service and should not be separated or papers 
yithdrawn without express authority of the official in charge. 
All Files should be returned promptly to the File Room. 
_ Officials and employees will be held responsible for failure 
0 observe these rules, which are necessary to protect the 
ategrity of the official records. 
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EGMORANDUM for the Directors 


Following is the report of activities for Yelloxstone National Perk for 
the month of Hareh 1946: 


Weather Conditions. “eather conditions prevailing throughout the Park 

were typieal of normal March weather. ‘Snowfall and presipitetion were about 
normal at all stetione from wiich reports were received. Total orecipitetion 
for the month at Memecth was 2256 inches. fecords show thet there were ten 
elear days, and the remainder of the month wes cloudy or partly cloudy. There 
was only one night during the sonth when the temperature did sot drop below 
freezing. 


An exceptionally brilliant aurora borealis was observed on the night of 
Maroh 26. Atmospheric conditions prevented satisfactory radio communication 
with Custer Bettlefield, Devils Tower ari Grand Yeton throughout almest anee 
half of the month. 


Following is a tebulation of snow depths fron some of the main points in 
the “ark at the end of “arch for the past ten years: 


Location 3957 1998 1959 19 941 1942 1945 lon 1945 196 
Lesa iy 2" 6 Ss 3° 11" 2" Ww - 10" 
iortheast a, n> > ae 5 > Ae > > a i 
Gallatin - - i2* 10" 16" a iO” za" lo” >=" 
Lake 35" 62" 27 28" aa” 2B 6" 33" ag® ii" 
Lewis k. Divide 92" 10," 89" 87 Su" 45" 135" 75" Bi" 116" 
Kannoth * 2a  -« -« - - i9*” =12" - 12" 
Old Paithfvl - §1" 23" 2e* 1" 27” FO 30% 37" 55" 
Snake River 5" 6” i6" 36" 32" 40" FO" 10" 51" 52" 
Tower Fal ls if 23" 40 6" ae 4," 35" 22" i" 18" 


West Yellowstene 39° 51" 23" 2" 30" 30" 36° 2s" 27 39" 


jal Aotiviaies. Superintendent Logers returned to the Sark fran 
venve? on roh 1, and spent the remainder of the month in the ‘srk, making 
a trip to Helena on March 7 to confer with Governor Ford and Chief dngineer 
Holmes on maintenance of the fed Lodge-Cooke highvmy, and a trip to Livingston 
on March 26 with Hessrs. Johnston and Joffe to attend a luncheon meeting of 
the Kiwanis Club. ir. Rogers was the speaker for the program, talking on the 
1946 operations for the Park. 


%- Psi. e 
4 ry -- & 
’ 
i. ” 
yf 
‘ 

4 ._¢ 
7 
% 


ewtootid edd aot Wade 


Wee Bie cavcigad spoduvelicd t54 wade! sites de Poder edd et jatwollet 
raed Herat to sércm E 


wing gid ferrey de’ ene aee 
Brrigh = c bes f ; 2 GES Sehaye Bie 
xis £2 By prea phn : hese a fe ta Laon 


i abedoat Q@e2 aw sites te Adon att wy? 
rump of2 he pein t ange alt beng 28D gad fo 
i ete Chee obs gokawh Pagina eso yn age 


ar Pa erie Same Imakfi de” Ji thersieiees mA 
$32 Setqeee eg scab thenn eliadycomes «8S Sega 
aos oes Seek alive!  blettel ist seraws ddie 
 etidztios add Ye Tar : 


aE RE Aobeis 8 eae we SOEs aloo wi Ty ale aded @ af geteelick | 
(Boaey Tes Gave SAP Get dota Ie boo ent ge geet eft 
wii tel Seok see eqige Beet 
Bete STEM tr RIE NOD eS i0 ate Poe ite ae me Na, 
“Ss AS WAS Meg then 
: tier, tae 
< S "SS ge pS 
rena we 3 oe he 
oy &4 at e G " g 
ae ‘ ee = P. 
oe *< * & st f MEE yy 
Ves 5 ee Btn 4 Beh oxy * 


ae A 
a : tap Six Be; *% k * 
fe has ads * sod g a "ai 
- 


“EE YS “et "eg GE UR BR Ee “2 oma walter 3 fet 


ie 


end et barwmder presed tee heed oleae ‘aad PoitoA Lat : 
eSeet ode a? Desa PS ye Se Gres seer mle taeqe wD tocol 
tell oe bast sorered dtiw weiang et 7 dewe ao andleti et int a 
se dayete ag God # baa .yeeigid wlselegiod ell eff %o eecenedalan ao A 
ie gsiveen soeoonul » Quatie oF eel bea estemin’ -ereaeli ae bw 3S deve z 
fait De a iwlad ose SiGe OGY Tet gecleeqge eric kaw a. bagi wthee, bl women hh i 


Assistant Superintendent Johnston was om annual leave from March 4 to 
19. Chief Ranger Berrows was om annual leave from “arch 6 throughout the 
month, Assistant Chief Ranger Skinner being designated as Acting Chief Ranger. 


For the month of Warch we are glad te revort the return of hur Yellow- 
stone employees, after completion of their milltary service. ‘Perk Neturalist 
David Del. Condon returned to his old job here on Yarch 1, efter being away 
since February 3, 153. He transferred to Kosky Mountain Hetionel Perr in 
February 193, and served with the Navy beginning June 15, 1944. Diatriey 
Perk Renger Wayne 5. ‘Aleorn returned to duty m “arch 5, after having served 
with the Coast Guard since November 2, 1942. *ark tmger “. verde “ntson 
returned om Merch 11, after serving with the Coast Guerd sinee Cotober 14, 
1943, and Perk Ranger William A. Syquist returned on Hurch 25, after serving 
with the Coast Guard from October 2, 1h. 


The services of Park Banger Say 4. Lavender wre terminated on Yarch &, 
due to reduction im forces. fark Ranger ficllis k. Hope's services were alse 
terminated, on March 11, due to reduction in force. 


The first Civil Service examination under the new temporary Civil Service 
regulations was announced for typists and stenographers by the 13th ¢ivil 
Service Region on Harch 19. The closing date for receipt of eprlicetions wes 
March 26. Four Yellowstone employees now holding war service appointments 
heave applied for the exemination which wiil be held by our Looal Civil Service 
Board in the Parke 


Julius A. Krug entered on duty as Scereteary of the interior on wareh 16, 
succeeding Harold i.. lekes. 


Gn March 22, President Truman signed a bill, 5. 1165, changing the 
official designation of ‘uster Battlefield Vational Cemetery to Custer 
Battlefield Eational Monument. 


& Red Gross membership drive was conducted in the Verk during “arch, 
for which 111 people contributed « total of 6197-50. eseipts fer the drive 
were turned over to the Park County Chairmen, Montana, and will be included 
in the Park County quota. 


The number of individual requests for fark literature, answered by use 
of a fore letter and copy of the 1942 folder, almost doubled during March 
when 689 such requests were handled. the number of letters requiring a 
special reply and letbers from chambers of commeree and automobile clubs 
throughout the couttry continued to increase accordingly. 


Letters of inquiry from students and other persons seeking vacation 
enployment continued to pour into the Superintendent's Cifice. A total of 
iG2 was answered by a form letter referring them to the concessioners, while 
letters from veterans, and qualified applicants were answered by regular 
letter. The consessionsrs also continue to receive a record-breaking number 
of applications. 
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Inspectionse Cecil Thomas and fom Lethiean, Assistant imginsers, 
Ge g.Ueotacissl Survey, Boise, lishe, were in on Warch 13 for river cauge 
readings. Superintendent and ira. Luce, Custer Gatbiefield National Monument, 
were in on March 25, and left on March 26. 


Plans, Maps and Surveys. ‘ark ingineer “ohlbrandt returned to Yellow- 
ar a tee , after spending several days et the fegion 
fwo Office and Rocky Mountain National Fark in connection with the roads 
and trails programe 


Almost the entire month ena apent in preparing the road maintenance 
program and another week will be required for ita completion. 


The Canyon Power System is the only active censtruction project, but ne 
work has been sterted; however, some naterial is on order. 


General Publicity. mn March 5, publicity shotograchs were mailed to the 
Carter 211 Company, Sings, Wontena, and to Ur. Fordyes, Cutdoersnun 
Wagazine, St. Joseph, Kissouri. Sictures ami information om 1946 park opera- 
tions were furnished the Denver “ost on March 25. 


the Yellowstene Fark Company's folder "2" fer the 1946 season was reviewed 
on Harch 11. 


Road Baintenance. fwo heavy snowsterms and a number of Light ones hit 
during the month. Plowing has been nearly continucus - when snow was not 
falling, high winds were blowing and drifting the enow, however, the weather 
has beon wild and the snow is settling and meliinge I was necessary to 
take a patrol grader to Cooke to remove a herd crust of ice from the streets. 
Host of the road surface is bere from Gardiner to Uscoke. 


. A large hole developed in the road in front of Sryor's Sitere here at 
Maamoth which required approximately 59 cubic yards of materisi to Pill. 


A number of culverts on the road from dammoth to Cooke have been 
completely filled by ice, requiring removal. “e use « wood fire because no 
equipment is avail: ble. 


Concessioners. the 1946 rates fer Hemilton Storsa, inc., were approved 
by the Aoting cirector on liarch il. 


Ur. Fe 3. Kammermeyer, Superintendent of Transportation, Yellowstone 
Pork Company, opened the shope at Gardiner on Yareh 1. Mr. dow Sill, in 
charge of the Yellowstone Park Company's print shop, arrived in Mammoth 
on March 2, to commence work. 


On March 16 and 19, a conference was held in the Superintendent's Uffice 
with Yellowstone Park Company officials (Huntley child, &. %. Moorman, “.s Se 
Kammermeyer, John Zgger, and 8. %. Hallin) regarding the opening of the “ark. 
A tentative schedule for opening of roads and accommodations for visitors 
wae egreed upone 
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Mre Je be Haynes, Fark photegrapher, was in the area on ‘arch Lie 


“i The business concession perait covering medical service to be rendered 
p|) = Dree Yindsor and Lueck was apvroved by the eos Virestor on Zarch 19, 
| end rates for medical service were approved on Marsh 21, 19466 


Research and Chservations.e Pive grizaly bear skulls were brought up 
| from the storehouse, Cleaned, assembled and labsled. fhe data on these 
specimens have been placed in our files. 


Work on the drawings cf birds end mameais of Yellowstone Rational Park 
was carried on during the month. 


Increase or Decrease in fravele Hine hundred seventy-four persons 
entered the pars during Search as compared with 153 for the same month in 195. 
The total number of persons entering the Park for the travel year, 18,677, 
as compared with 5,067 for 19:5, shows an increase of 267 ver cent. 


Three hundred sixteen motor vehicles entered the Park during March as 
compared with 56 for March 195. ictal care for this travel year, 6,726, 
as compared with 1,668 for Merch 1915, shows an increase of 293.1 per cent. 


Visitors. franz Lipp, photographer and landscape architect, fran 
Chicago, in on Zarch 7 to take winter game pictures; out Zarch 31. 


Ri v Service. Assistent Chief Ranger Hanger ”. Leon ivans was away 
from FE all dering the aenth. He graduated from the *.8.1. Academy's 
Thirty-Pirset Session in “ashington, D. C. on Harch 29. 


s made reguler ski patrols to some of the interior stations of 
the park and along the boundaries throughout the month. ‘Snow observations 
were made in cooperation with the Neclemation Service and with the other 
interested Government agntion. 


Wildlifes BISON. A census was sade of bison in all areas in the park 
during the past month. The following tabulation indiestes the total number 
observed during the 1945 census az compared with this one: 


1945 19h6 
Lemar Area 45 5a 
Other Areas BT Ens) 
Total 932 ToL 


In connection with the bison census, an interesting observation was 
made when rangers on patrol discovered at least 9 bison frozen in the ice in 
the Yellowstone Kiver approximtely 5 miles below Fishing Bridge. It 
appeared thet these animals had attempted to cross the river and had either 
broken through the ice or had been unable to climb out on the opposite side 
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of the river. At the time they were first observed the heads and the humps 
of the 9 dead animals were frozen selidiy in the ice-jawmed river. 


BIGHORN SH&EP. Observations for the census cf Bighorn Sheep were mada 
in all known areas of the winter range except in the Gallatin area. All of: 
the animals seen were in good condition. Following is « tebuletion showing 
the total number of anixals counted as compared with 15456 


19446 1949 
176 136 


The tabulation above reflects only the nweber of animals which were 
counted in the Zorthern Yellowstone winter range and dogs not include sheep 
whieh are probably present on areas outside the park on the Yellowstone 
watersheds 


DSER. An effort was made to count the deer within the cark, but at the 
time the count was made the weather oomditions were somewhat unfavorable. A 
total of 516 animals wes counted inside the park and it is believed that a 
munber of deer which have been considered es part of the Yellowstene Park 
population are now to be found in National forest areas adjacent to the “ark. 
Bo effort was made to count or estinate the nwsber of deer outside the “ark. 


PRONGHORN. A&A gengue was made of the pronghern or antelope herd within 
the park and in sreas directly adjacent to the perk boundary. ‘The actual 
count is reported in the following tabulation which shows the 1946 count as 
compared to the count made im 19/5: 


1946 19455 
698 TB 


BLE. Gm Hareh 12 and 15, an effort was made to cover the antire winter 
range for the purpose of determining the number of elk both inside the perk 
and outside. The eccunt was wade in cooperation with the ¥ontansa State fish 
and Game Department, the United States Forest Service, and the Absaroka 
Conservation Committee. A total of 8515 animals was actually counted. 
feather conditions were not ideal for complete observation and good visi- 
bility at the time the count was made, Sut it is believed, by all concerned, 
that the count is reasonably accurate. 


Forestry and Fire Protection. A considerable amount of time was 
devoted to maintenance of equipment and supplies im the Fire Tool Cache 
and to studies involving lookout evaluations and fire detection possibilities. 


Accidents. ‘nly one accident was recorded during the month, involving 
two Bational Park Service employees whose automobiles collided on a sharp 
curve near Mammoth. There was sane minor damage to each vehicle, but no 
personal injuries resulted. 
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Miscellaneous: The regular sonthly sevting of the Sational ‘ederati on 
ef Federal Savloyees, Local 465, was held at the Canteen om March |. 


. ®arren 3. futehings, former Suffale Aweper in Yellowstone from May 1920 
|) to September 1927, died at the Park Hospital im Livingston, Yontana, on 
March 9, at the age of 63. lie wes buried in Livingaten on Yarch 13. 


Gdeund 5. Acgers, 
Super iotendent. 
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Bull on the range near Ureseen Hill. March 10, 
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